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Revista de Neurología is a fortnightly jour-
nal (24 issues per year) available worldwide 
that publishes manuscripts about both the 
clinical and the experimental neurosci-
ences. Revista de Neurología is indexed 
in MEDLINE/Index Medicus, SciSearch/
Science Citation Index Expanded, EM-
BASE/Excerpta Medica, Research Alert, 
IME/Índice Médico Español and IBECS/
Índice Bibliográfico Español en Ciencias 
de la Salud, among others, and offers an 
online version with free access to the full 
contents at https://www.neurologia.com

CONTENTS

Revista de Neurología consists of the 
following basic sections: Editorial, Orig-
inals, Brief Originals, Reviews, Clinical 
Notes (presentation of clinical cases of 
exceptional interest), Neuroimaging 
(description and comments on images of 
high clinical interest), Correspondence 
(comments on published articles and 
possible replies to them, and other short 
contributions that cannot be classified in 
the previous sections).

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION

Manuscripts to be considered for publi-
cation must be submitted via our website 
(www.neurologia.com/enviar-manuscrito).

SUBMISSION OF  
MANUSCRIPTS

1. Articles must be unpublished, must 
not have been submitted simultaneously 
to any other journal and must not have 
been accepted for publication elsewhere. 
If any part of the text has been published, 
for example as an abstract, this must be 
stated in the manuscript.

2. The maximum length and number of 
figures and tables that can be included in 
the paper are set out in Appendix I.

3. When writing their work, the au-
thors can refer to the Recommendations 
for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing, and 
Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical 
Journals, updated Dec 2019 (http://www.
icmje.org) guidelines drawn up by the 
Vancouver Group (Rev Neurol 1997; 25: 
795-803). Articles must be sent as a Mi-
crosoft Word file that includes the text 
and tables for the paper, and separate files 
with the figures (one file for each figure, 
stating the name of the application used 
to produce them).

4. Work intended for publication in 
Revista de Neurología may be submitted 
in Spanish or in English. In the case of 
submissions in English, the whole review 
process will be carried out in that same 
language; the texts will later be translated 
into Spanish to be published in the regular 
issues, although Revista de Neurología 
reserves the right to publish them in the 
original language if it sees fit to do so. In any 
case,  authors should eventually provide a 
version in Spanish for publication.

5. The authors may suggest which sec-
tion they consider the most appropriate 
for the evaluation of their publication, 
although the Editorial Board does not 
undertake any commitment to follow such 
suggestions.

6. All work submitted must be accompa-
nied by a letter of presentation addressed to 
the Editor of Revista de Neurología, where 

all the authors must provide a statement of 
their agreement with the contents of the 
manuscript and any possible conflicts of 
interest they might have.

7. The manuscript should consist of 
essentially three parts: the first will begin 
with the title of the work, the full names 
of each of the authors, the name of the 
department/s and institution/s where the 
work was carried out, the name and address 
of the corresponding author (including 
contact email address), acknowledge-
ments, total or partial financial support 
or sources of funding, conflicts of interest 
(or the absence of such), Twitter user name 
(optional) and headwords.

8. The second part must contain the 
body of the paper, divided into subsections, 
as follows: 
- Originals and Brief originals: Struc-

tured abstract, Key words, Introduction, 
Subjects (or Patients or Animals or Mate-
rials) and methods, Results, Discussion.

- Clinical notes: Structured abstract, 
Key words, Introduction, Case report(s), 
Discussion.

- Reviews: Structured abstract, Key  
words, Introduction, Development 
(with subtitles as the author sees fit) and 
Conclusions.

- Correspondence: no structure required.

The second part must end with the Ref-
erences, the structured abstract in English 
(if the author wishes to provide it) and the 
captions to the figures.

9. The third and last part of the man-
uscript must include the tables, each of 
which must be set out on a separate page 
or separated by a page break. Each table 
must be headed by its title and end with 
the caption (if there is one).

10. The figures must always be submit-
ted separately, each in its own file, although 
they may also be placed in the body of the 
manuscript after the tables.

11. The authors may provide a version 
of their paper in English (although the 
Editorial Board will not necessarily accept 
it), which would be included in the online 
version (www.neurologia.com). For the 
same purpose, one video per article may 
also be included, with a maximum size of 
30 Mb after compression.

STRUCTURE OF THE TEXT

1. Abstract. The abstract must be less 
than 250 words in length and must be 
structured as follows:
-  Originals and Brief originals: Introduc-

tion, Subjects (or Patients or Animals 
or Materials) and methods, Results, 
Conclusions. 

-  Reviews: Introduction, Development, 
Conclusions.

-  Clinical notes: Introduction, Case 
report/s, Discussion.

-  Neuroimaging and Correspondence: 
No abstract required.
Although it is not essential, authors may 

propose an English version of their abstract 
in manuscripts submitted in Spanish.

2. Key words. At least 6 key words 
must be included, in alphabetical order 
and separated by a full stop, which should 
help classify and identify the contents of 
the manuscript. Authors must preferably 
use the terms included in the Medical 
Subject Headline list published by Index 
Medicus (http://www. nlm.nih.gov/mesh/
MBrowser.html).

3. Running  title. This refers to the short 

phrase (four or five words) that appears in 
the upper right-hand margin of the article.

4. Development of the manuscript:
a) Introduction. The background and 

the aim of the work must be clearly stated, 
together with a brief outline of the rationale 
underlying the research.

b) Subjects (or Patients or Animals or 
Materials) and methods. The criteria ap-
plied to select the study material, subjects 
and study design must be clearly described. 
Statistical evaluation methods must be 
clearly stated.

c) Case reports. These must be described 
in detail. Pharmaceutical drugs must be 
referred to using their generic name. Units 
employed for paraclinical and laboratory 
parameters must comply with interna-
tional standards. 

d) Results. Descriptions should include 
only the most relevant data and these must 
not be repeated in the text if they have 
already been displayed in tables or figures.

e) Discussion. Data that have not been de-
scribed in the results should not appear in 
this section. Conclusions must be included 
at the end of this section.

f) References. The bibliographical ref-
erences must be up-to-date. References 
should be identified in the text by means of 
Arabic numerals between square brackets 
and aligned with the written text (e.g. 
[1-3,6]. They must be numbered correla-
tively in the order in which they appear 
in the text and should be described on the 
corresponding page in compliance with 
the format for references adopted by the 
Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts 
Submitted to Biomedical Journals (http://
www.icmje.org). The year of publication 
must be placed immediately after the ab-
breviated title of the journal. If a reference 
is still pending publication, this fact should 
be indicated as [in press], the authors being 
responsible for the truthfulness of such a 
statement. Journal titles will be abbrevi-
ated according to the recommendations 
of the List of Journals Indexed in Index 
Medicus (http://www.ncbi. nlm.nih.gov/
PubMed). References to personal commu-
nications will not be admitted. Examples 
of bibliographic references can be seen in 
Appendix II, and the maximum number of 
bibliographic citations per type of article 
can be found in Appendix I.

g) Tables. Tables should be presented in 
text format, never as a figure embedded in 
the document. Each table must be separat-
ed from the others by a page break and must 
be numbered correlatively as they appear in 
the text with the numbers clearly indicated 
(in Roman numerals). The caption must 
detail the meaning of the abbreviations 
that appear in the table, as well as the 
call-outs, indicated correlatively with a 
superscript letter (e.g. 

a, b
). If the author uses 

a table obtained from another publication, 
he or she must obtain permission to do 
so and a copy of this consent must also 
be attached. Tables cannot be included in 
the Neuroimaging and Correspondence 
sections, unless the Editorial Board has 
given express permission to do so.

h) Figures. The best format for (digitised) 
photographs is TIFF, with a resolution of 
300 ppi for an image with a width of 8.5 cm 
(and equivalent inverse proportions, that 
is, 150 ppi for an image with a width of 17 
cm, etc.). Regardless of the software used 
to produce them, all figures (especially in 
the case of graphs) must be in a format that 
allows the publisher to process and edit 
them on a computer, which means they 
must never be embedded in a document 

without the link to the program used to cre-
ate them. The letters, numbers and symbols 
that appear in the figures should always be 
clear and uniform, as well as being large 
enough to ensure that reproducing them 
does not render them illegible. The figures 
should be numbered correlatively in Arabic 
numerals, following the order in which 
they appear in the text. If the author uses a 
figure obtained from another publication, 
he or she must have permission to do so 
and should submit this consent with the 
manuscript. The captions to the figures 
should be included in the article, never as 
part of the figure itself. Figures cannot be 
included in the Correspondence section, 
unless the Editorial Board has given its 
express permission to do so.

i) Abbreviations. Only standard ab-
breviations must be used, since the use 
of non-standard abbreviations may be 
extremely misleading for the reader. 
Abbreviations must not be used in the 
title of the work and their usage should 
be kept to a minimum in the abstract. The 
abbreviations used by the author must be 
defined and described the first time they 
are mentioned in the text.

PROCESSING THE MANUSCRIPT 

Manuscripts will be registered with a ref-
erence number and this code can be used 
by the authors to access information about 
the status of the review process (https://
www.neurologia.com/estado-articulo), 
which comprises the following phases:

1. Editorial review. The paper is sub-
mitted to the Scientific Committee, which 
reviews it and decides whether to send it 
out for peer review.

2. Peer review. All manuscripts that 
are not initially rejected by the Scien-
tific Committee are sent out to be peer 
reviewed. The reviewers for each piece of 
work are chosen according to the contents 
of the manuscript. Depending on the sub-
ject matter of the manuscript, it may be 
necessary to request technical, statistical 
and pharmacological evaluations, when 
the work refers to clinical trials and the 
use of pharmaceuticals.

3. Acceptance or rejection of the 
manuscript. The reports drafted by the 
reviewers are then used by the Editorial 
Board to reach a decision as to whether the 
work should be published or not, although 
the authors may also be asked to clarify cer-
tain points or to modify different aspects of 
the manuscript. In this case, the author will 
have a maximum of three months in which 
to submit a new version that includes the 
proposed changes. Beyond this deadline, 
if a new version has not been received, 
the publisher will understand that the 
paper has been withdrawn. Likewise, the 
Editorial Board may suggest the work be 
accepted for publication in a section other 
than the one originally proposed by the 
authors. Excluding or rejecting a piece 
of work does not necessarily mean it is of 
insufficient quality, but may perhaps be 
simply a question of its not fitting in with 
the subject area covered by the publication.

4. Editorial review. The publisher re-
views the formal aspects of the work, set 
out in these guidelines. A manuscript may 
be returned to its authors because it fails 
to comply with the submission guidelines. 

5. Review following acceptance of the 
work. Once the work has been accepted, 
the manuscripts are proofread to check 
for and correct any language and stylistic 

GUIDELINES FOR PUBLISHING ARTICLES IN REVISTA DE NEUROLOGÍA



REV NEUROL 20212

Appendix I. Maximum length (expressed as the number of words, from the introduction to the 
conclusions) and maximum number of figures, tables and bibliographical references, according 
to the type of article.

 Length Figures Tables Bibliographical refs.

Originals* 2500 6 3 50
Brief originals 1500 3 2 10
Literature reviews 3500 6 3 80
Clinical notes 1500 3 2 10
Neuroimaging 300 2 0 5
Correspondence 1000 0 0 10

* Meta-analysis and systematic reviews included.

Appendix II. Examples of bibliographical references:

Article: All the authors should be listed when they are six or less in number; if there are more 
than six, only the first six must be cited and ‘et al.’ should be added after a comma.
Más Sesé G, Plaza-Macías I, González-Caballero G, Sola Martínez D, Hernández-Hortelano E, 
Martín-Bautista D, et al. An analysis of avoidable admissions to a neurology service. Rev Neurol 
2006; 43: 714-8.

 Paper published by a group or institution:
Grupo ELEP. A longitudinal study of patients with Parkinson’s disease (ELEP): aims and meth-
odology. Rev Neurol 2006; 42: 360-5.

 Book:
Mauri-Llerda JA, Vadillo-Olmo FJ. Crisis y epilepsia en el anciano. Barcelona: Viguera; 2006.

 Book chapter:
Prats JM, Velasco F, García-Nieto ML. Cerebelo y cognición. In Mulas F, ed. Dificultades del 
aprendizaje. Barcelona: Viguera; 2006. p. 185-93.

Congress:
Moore WS, Shifrin EG. Intravascular stapler for open or laparoscopic aortic surgery: experimental 
and early clinical results. In: Vascular Endovascular Issues Techniques Horizons. New York, 
USA, November 2004.

Website: The date it was last accessed should be stated between square brackets. 
Revista de Neurología. URL: https://neurologia.com. [22/10/2007].

Electronic publication or resource on a website: The date it was last accessed should be 
stated between square brackets.
Peraita-Adrados, MA. Advances in the study of sleep disorders. Self-assessment. In: FAC 2005. 
URL: https://www.revneurol.com/fac2005/articulos.asp. [08/11/2006].

Published on CD-Rom:
The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews. In: The Cochrane Library (CD-Rom). The Cochrane 

errors. On receiving the galley proofs, the 
authors will be able to check the changes 
made by the proofreader and, accordingly, 
accept them or suggest modifications.

6. Galley proofs. The publisher will 
send the corresponding author the galley 
proofs of the work so that they can be re-
viewed before the manuscript is actually 
published. This review must be carried 
out within five calendar days at the most, 
since any delays in returning the galley 
proofs may hold up the publication of the 
article. Once an article has been accepted, 
no further modifications to its structure 
will be allowed.

7. Offprints. Each of the authors who 
have provided their email address will be 
sent a digital PDF facsimile of each piece 
of work. On receiving the galley proofs 
authors can ask for offprints to be printed, 
at their own expense.

8. Author’s Ombudsperson. Revista de 
Neurología offers authors this mechanism 
as a means to defend their interests on 
issues regarding ethics and the publishing 
process. Claims and complaints should 
be addressed to: secretaria@viguera.
com. These claims and grievances must 
never be sent directly to the person who 
occupies that post at any given time, but 
should instead be submitted through the 
publisher. Likewise, they must also include 
a reasoned description of the demand, 
together with a telephone number or email 
address where the author can be contacted. 
The Author’s Ombudsperson at Revista de 
Neurología is a highly renowned indepen-
dent professional.

ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES

All research, and the articles derived from it, 
must have complied with the provisions of 
the Spanish Biomedical Research Law (Law 
14/2007, of 3 July, on biomedical research).

1. Informed consent. Articles based 
on research conducted on human beings 
must comply with the principles agreed on 
and set out in the Declaration of Helsinki. 
It must therefore be stated in the methods 
subsection that the research protocol and 
informed consent were approved by the 
corresponding hospital Ethics Commit-
tee, and a certificate must be provided as 
proof of such approval. If within an article 
a patient’s identity can be deduced or if 
their photograph is to be published, then 

a copy of their or (in the case of minors) 
their parents’ or tutors’ informed consent 
must be submitted to the publisher.

2. Conflict of interest. In the event of 
any conflict of interest, sponsorship or 
scholarship, this must always be declared.

3. Experiments with animals. In the 
case of the use of animals in experiments 
and for other scientific purposes, authors 
should submit the declaration of com-
pliance with European and national law 
(Royal Decree 1201/2005, of 10 October, 

on the protection of animals used for ex-
perimental and other scientific purposes).

4. Confidentiality. Throughout the 
peer review process, Revista de Neurología 
guarantees the confidentiality of the work 
at all times.

5. Clinical trials. Revista de Neurología 
is subject to the conditions established 
by the Declaration of Helsinki in 1975 
and its later amendments (http://www.
wma.net/s/policy/pdf/17c.pdf), which are 
further developed in paragraph III.J. of the 

Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts 
Submitted to Biomedical Journals (http://
www.icmje.org). In the case of intending 
to publish clinical trials, the authors must 
submit a copy of the approval issued by the 
health authorities of the countries where 
the experimental research was conducted.

6. Revista de Neurología will adhere to 
any recommendation or legislation regard-
ing scientific communication that may be 
established within the European Union.

TRANSFER OF RIGHTS 
(COPYRIGHT)

Revista de Neurología® acquires all the 
rights to the work published therein, 
including those related to its distribution 
and reproduction. To this end, when sub-
mitting a manuscript through our website, 
authors must tick a box stating that each 
and every author of the manuscript trans-
fers these rights to Revista de Neurología 
once the work has been registered.

WHEN SUBMITTING A 
MANUSCRIPT TO REVISTA
DE NEUROLOGÍA, PLEASE 

REMEMBER:

1. Carefully read through the guidelines 
for sending manuscripts and check that 
your paper meets all the requirements. 
An article may be returned to its authors 
because it fails to comply with the submis-
sion guidelines.

2. Submit it using the form at www.neu-
rologia.com/enviar-manuscrito.

3. The abstract must be structured and 
contain fewer than 250 words.

4. Include at least 6 key words.
5. The article must stay within the limits in 

terms of the maximum length and the num-
ber of figures, citations and bibliographical 
references indicated in the guidelines.

6. The bibliographical references must 
be set out in strict compliance with the 
publication guidelines.

7. Verify ethical responsibilities, and 
remember to state whether or not there 
are any conflicts of interest.

8. Specify the details of each of the authors.
9. Transfer rights to Revista de Neurología.

If you have any queries or doubts, please 
send an email to secretaria@viguera.com. 


